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Purpose: To provide MnCHOICES mentors and users with the following update and release summary. 
1. Resolved Current Functionality items: Fixed in the release (3 fixes which includes 0 critical functionality items)
· [bookmark: _Hlk195783259][bookmark: _Hlk207778032]MnCHOICES assessment heading-Description: The “Save” and “Save & Next” buttons on the assessment details screen stayed active when a MnCHOICES Assessment was in the Approved by MMIS status. After the June release, a user who selected one of these buttons caused the assessment to refresh and required a response to the “Complex medical and/or complex behavioral needs” field. This meant a user could not view screening documents because the completion requirements showed as unmet. [DHS ID 198026]
· Changes made: The “Save” and “Save & Next” buttons are no longer active on the assessment details screen when a MnCHOICES Assessment is in the Approved by MMIS status.  
· [bookmark: _Hlk195783958]Support plan heading-Description: The care coordinator dropdown menu in the My care team (interdisciplinary care team) section showed a user’s updated information after they changed the first and/or last name in their MnCHOICES account. When a user selected save, the name changed back to the old one. [DHS ID 195620]
· Changes made: The care coordinator dropdown selection will retain the updated name when the form is saved and not revert to the previous name. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk210208415]Support plan signature heading-Description: The SP must have had a signature even when a person could not be located or refused to complete a support plan. Support plans could not be moved to the plan approved status without a signature. [DHS ID 165649]
· [bookmark: _Hlk207787591]Changes made: The user will have the ability to choose “Refuse to sign” or “Unable to locate” as a response in the drop-down menu for Method of obtaining signature from person in the person’s signature. When either of these response options are selected, a narrative box “Describe attempts made to obtain signature or locate person” will display and require the user to enter text prior to saving. Selecting either of these response options and entering text in the narrative box will meet the completion requirements for the person’s signature. Users can add attachments to a Support Plan in any status if a signature is later obtained.
2. Resolved Current Functionality and Future Enhancements document items requiring additional user action: 
· N/A
3. Partially resolved Current Functionality and Future Enhancements document items: 
· N/A
4. Updated Current Functionality and Future Enhancements document items: 
· N/A
[bookmark: _Hlk208214492]5. Removed Current Functionality and Future Enhancements document items: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk207787247]N/A
6. Other changes made - not listed in the Current Functionality and Future Enhancements document:
· [bookmark: _Hlk208216444]Description: In the Functional Assessment – Self-determination section, Self-preservation subsection, the response selected in the “24-hour plan of care” field did not display in the MnCHOICES Assessment printout or the Functional Assessment printout.
· Changes made: The response for “24-hour plan of care” will now display in the MnCHOICES Assessment printout and the Functional Assessment printout.
· [bookmark: _Hlk210396403]Description: DHS received feedback from the County-State Workgroup (CSWG) Assessment Efficiencies Subgroup regarding requested enhancements to the Assessment summary. These included removing certain text fields and enabling data to copy over from the previous Assessment summary.
· Changes made: The following narrative fields have been removed from the Assessment summary section:
· Introductory letter: “Your interest in the assessment”
· Summary of your assessment - What I learned about you: “Planning considerations: Assessed needs and support planning implications."
These fields in the Assessment summary section will automatically populate with data from the previous assessment when the assessor chooses to copy over:
· Introductory letter fields, What to expect next fields that follow the date sent.
· Summary of your assessment sections, including the following sections:
· What I learned about you
· Referrals important to you.
· [bookmark: _Hlk210640662]Description: When the Assessment type is Initial Assessment Review (IAR), the user was able to select and save any “Activity date”. There was no system validation to check whether the user selected an allowed “Activity date” for the IAR.
· Changes made: The system will now validate the “Activity date” and show the following error message when the user selects an “Activity date” for Initial Assessment Review (IAR) that is outside the allowed activity date range: "The activity date must be between the Initial assessment activity date and up to 365 days from the Initial assessment activity date.”
· [bookmark: _Hlk210642793]Description: In the Self-determination section under Informed choice subsection, the "Determination of program need" item should show two response options when the assessment type is Reassessment. The system showed two response options correctly when the assessment was online but showed four response options when offline.
· Changes made: The "Determination of program need" item will now show two response options for Reassessment assessments, both online and offline. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk210644739]Description: When users ran a query for support plans, the query output (for all programs) showed the name of the person in the "Created by" column instead of the name of the staff member who created the form.
· Changes made: The support plan query output will now display the name of the staff member who created the form in the "Created by" column.
7. New additions to the Current Functionality and Future Enhancements document (4 additions which includes 1 critical functionality item):
· Person record: Contacts-Description: An address for a contact cannot be added or edited using the Address Lookup field when the county field is missing. [DHS ID 208468]
· Directions: When adding or editing an address for a contact, clear all text from the address lookup field and check “Enter Address Manually.”  Enter the address and save.  
· Person record: Contacts-Description: A contact cannot be edited when their relationship type is “Other”. [DHS ID 207216]
· Directions: When editing a contact with a relationship type of “Other,” change the relationship type to a different value and save. Then, select edit to update the information. Change the relationship type back to “Other”. Enter relevant information about the relationship type in textbox and save. 
· MnCHOICES assessment: Assessment results-Description: This happens when a person 18 or older needs tube feeding and the assessor selects one of these responses for eating: "Feeds self with," "Cuing, reminding, and/or encouraging" and "Does not need assistance with special arrangement." As a result, the system incorrectly assigns a CFSS eating dependency and gives time for the activity of daily living (ADL) dependency. Also, the system does not give time for the critical eating ADL. [DHS ID 207211 - This is a critical functionality item.]
· Directions: In situations where an adult does not need physical assistance to eat, but requires tube feeding:
· Figure out if the person is only eligible for CFSS because of their eating ADL (no other ADLs or eligible behavior). If this is true, print the assessment results manually change the program eligibility section to show “not eligible” for CFSS. 
· Manually change the eating value on the supplemental summary charts to show “No” in the CFSS column. 
· Use CFSS Home Care Rating/Units Reference tool, DHS-6893H (PDF) to calculate the home care rating and CFSS time. If needed, contact a MnCHOICES mentor at the agency for help determining the home care rating. If more help is needed, the mentor will submit a request with MnCHOICES Help Desk Contact Form, DHS-6979.
· Manually update the correct home care rating and CFSS time in the following documents:     
· Type B service agreement
· Assessment summary
· Assessment results.
· Support plan: Services and supports, Services type – Services that support me-Description: Users cannot select the X5609 service code in conjunction with the provider “DHS no pay code” (A342517700) in the Services that support me section. [DHS ID 209334]
· Directions: Enter the X5609 service code in the People and organizations that support me section. Then, manually update the service agreement printout with X5609 service code and the provider “DHS no pay code” (A342517700) for MMIS entry.
8. Help Center updates: 
· Current Functionality and Future Enhancements v.09.2025 document: Will be loaded into the MnCHOICES Help Center during the week following the release on September 18, 2025.
· [bookmark: _Hlk208392246]Practice Guide: MnCHOICES Assessment v.8 (Loaded date 10/16/2025)
· Application: Copy function: 
· Added information regarding assessment summary when a user selects “Yes.”
· In the assessment summary, these fields will automatically populate data from the previous assessment:
· Introductory letter, What to expect next fields that follow the date sent. 
· Summary of assessment sections, including:
· What I learned about you
· Referrals important to you.
· Assessment Summary: 
· Introductory letter: Information was removed to align with the removal of these parts from the assessment form: 
· “Your interest in the assessment”
· Summary of your assessment: Information was removed to align with the removal of these parts from the assessment form:
· “Planning considerations: Assessed needs and support planning implications.”
· Assessment and program acknowledgement and signatures:
· Added instructions for Assessment and program acknowledgement.
· Added in the Signatures section options to capture signatures when more than one legal representative requests to sign.
· [bookmark: _Hlk209698577]Smart guide: Transfer guidance for MSHO/MSC+ care coordinators v.3 (Loaded date 10/9/2025)
· Sections added to distinguish scenarios for:
· A person open to a program and transfers to an MCO.
· A person is not open to a program because of pending external factors and transfers to an MCO.
· Updated scenario 1 and 2: The following sentence was edited to remove “Exit reasons” and replaced with “This is used” and now reads: “Enter the LTC Screening Document  –  AC, BI, CAC, CADI, ECS, EW, MHM, MSC+, MSHO, DHS-3427 (PDF), and enter “05” (Document change only) for activity type and “98” (Other) for assessment results. This is used to update care coordinator information”.
· Updated scenario 4: The following sentence was edited to add “created” and now reads: “A county or tribal nation completed a MnCHOICES assessment without the staying healthy section and created a support plan, and the person chose state plan services and was transferred to an MCO”.
· Update scenario 9: The following sentence was removed: “Not complete a new HRA, because the full assessment will be used for this.”
· Updated scenario 8: FFS pending EW to MCO; Effective date needed before MCO enrollments.
· The following footnote was added: “If a person had an IAR by a county or tribal nation before they transfer to an MCO this scenario does not apply. Follow applicable scenario, from Scenario 1 to 4”.
· Added scenario 9: FFS pending EW to MCO; Effective date needed on or after MCO enrollment.
· Added scenario 10: FFS Pending EW to MCO; Effective date needed considerably after MCO.
9. Training updates in the following TrainLink courses with modules indicated: 
Note: To review updated training modules, clear browser history and then log into TrainLink.
· [bookmark: _Hlk186810667]Content: Support Plan (MNCH920) Signature Sheet module: (Published date 10/16/2025)
· New slide: Unable to locate or Refused to sign.
· New slide: Describe attempts warning message. 
· Workflow: Support Plan (MNCH921) Safety, Wellness and Signature sheet module: (Published date 10/16/2025)
· New slide: Signature type: Unable to locate or Refused to sign.
· New slide: Describe attempts textbox.
· New slides: “Support plan header, Attachments button” and “Support plan attachments” review using the Support plan header attachment button.
· Content: MnCHOICES Assessment (MNCH301/301a) Assessment Summary module: (Published date 10/16/2025)
· Slide 4 and new slide 5: “When the outcome of the assessment is waiting on additional criteria.” 
· Overseeing users (MNCH930) Production-Adding users and managing access module: (Published date 10/16/2025)
· New Slide: "Staff member Account" describes the tile is used by the SSAM Team to activate the account. 
· New Slide: "Account page header” which includes the roles who can access the lock account, view change history, export change history and retrieve encryption key.
10. MnCHOICES PartnerLink Page: 
· N/A

Communiques are formal notifications sent via email to share information on any changes and updates on DHS, CMS, and/or Blue Plus policies and programs, guidelines, process changes, benefits, contract requirements, and Model of Care updates, etc. These notifications are official and posted on our Care Coordination website for up to two years.
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