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Purpose: To provide MnCHOICES mentors and users with the following update and release summary. 

[bookmark: _Hlk188449917][bookmark: _Hlk168062677][bookmark: _Hlk178861723][bookmark: _Toc148619490][bookmark: _Hlk143522720]1. Resolved Current Functionality items: Fixed in the release (3 fixes which includes 0 critical functionality item)
· [bookmark: _Hlk197499510]MnCHOICES assessment heading-Description: Sometimes, when an assessor selected yes for “If there is an existing assessment, do you want data copied over from the last assessment?” in the initiate assessment section, the old data did not populate the new assessment. 
· Changes made: When the assessor selects yes for “If there is an existing Assessment, do you want data copied over from the last assessment?”, the data from the previous assessment will populate the new assessment. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk195783259]Support Plan heading-Description: When a user updated their first and/or last name in their MnCHOICES account, the support plan owner dropdown menu showed the new name. However, the name changed to the previous name when they saved the form. 
· Changes made: The plan owner dropdown selection will retain the updated name when the form is saved and not revert to the previous name. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk197505509][bookmark: _Hlk195795689]Support Plan heading-Description: A user could change the effective date range in the overview section of any support plan after services and supports are authorized. This may have caused the services and supports to be authorized outside of the service span. This meant the support plan with an updated effective date range could not be revised. 
· Changes made: A warning message will display if a user tries to change the effective date range of a support plan when services have been authorized outside of that range. The message reads: "Effective date range must only change if the waiver/ program is ending. There are services authorized outside of the effective date range. Services must be edited to be within the effective date range."
· 
[bookmark: _Hlk188447435][bookmark: _Hlk198013189][bookmark: _Hlk195102727][bookmark: _Hlk179383244]2. Other changes made - not listed in the Current Functionality and Future Enhancements document:
· [bookmark: _Hlk198646593][bookmark: _Hlk176418686][bookmark: _Hlk190154711][bookmark: _Hlk157591407]Description: In the person's profile icon, a user could edit a person's Date of Birth and Social Security Number when they should not. These should be updated through SWNDX only.
· Changes made: Users will not be able to edit the Date of Birth or Social Security Number for persons existing in the MnCHOICES application. Those fields are updated nightly through the SWNDX integration. If there is an error with a person’s Date of Birth or Social Security Number in MnCHOICES, the agency’s MnCHOICES mentor should request assistance by submitting a MnCHOICES Help Desk Contact Form, DHS-6979.
· Description: A person’s age was being updated in a closed assessment when their birthday occurred after the assessment was closed. 
· Changes made: A person’s age will no longer update in a closed assessment after their birthday. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk198535863]Description: In the Tribal Nation Information section of a person’s profile, when the user selected one of the tribal nations for “Person identifies themselves as a Tribal Nation household member of”, the user was only able to indicate the person’s preference and lead for LTSS as either Tribal Nation or County. There was no option for the user to indicate the person’s preference for an MCO to provide LTSS or to choose MCO as the LTSS Lead. 
· Changes made: The user will have the option to indicate the person “Prefers MCO provide LTSS” and that the “MCO will provide LTSS” in addition to Tribal Nation and County. 

[bookmark: _Hlk168062747][bookmark: _Hlk179550797][bookmark: _Hlk146209525][bookmark: _Hlk145343738]3. New additions to the Current Functionality and Future Enhancements document (6 additions which include 0 critical functionality items):
· MnCHOICES assessment: Assessment results-Description: The eating dependency criteria for CFSS incorrectly shows as not met when a person 18 years old and older needs tube feeding (any frequency) and the response to eating/nutrition consumption is "Needs close monitoring due to choking risk, or supervision throughout," "Physical assistance from another person" or "Someone else needs to provide nutrition to the person.” In these cases the dependency should be shown as met. 
· Directions: When a person 18 years old or older needs tube feeding (any frequency) and the response to eating/nutrition consumption is "Needs close monitoring due to choking risk, or supervision throughout", "Physical assistance from another person" or "Someone else needs to provide nutrition to the person":
1. Use CFSS Home Care Rating and Units Reference Tool, DHS-6893H to determine their CFSS home care rating and total units.
1. Adjust the CFSS home care rating and total time as needed on these printouts:
1. MnCHOICES assessment 
1. Assessment summary
1. Assessment results
1. Supplemental summary charts  
1. About me section of the support plan.
· Support plan-Description: When a person’s total CFSS time is reduced because of an annual reassessment and the total CFSS minutes planned for an alternative service in the previous support plan is higher than the total CFSS time that should be in the revised support plan, the system tries to populate the revised support plan with the larger value for which the person is no longer eligible. This creates an error that does not allow a user to move the revised support plan past the in-progress status. 
· Directions: Create a new support plan and do not use the revise function for the annual/reassessment support plan when the total CFSS minutes planned for an alternative service in the previous support plan is higher than the new CFSS amount.
· Support plan-Description: All support plans tied to federal waiver plans must have an emergency backup plan. However, my backup plan field in the MnCHOICES assessment support plan is not required to move the support plan to the plan approved status. Also, the current warning that says a response in the my backup plan field is only required when the person needs 24-hour plan of care is incorrect. [DHS ID 188174]
· Complete the my backup plan field in the My plan to address safety needs section of all MnCHOICES assessment support plans to comply with this federal requirement.
· Support plan: Services and supports, Service Type – Services that support me-Description: The CFSS section incorrectly appears when an extended home care nursing service is entered in the services and supports section. 
· Directions: Complete the CFSS section until the support plan form is fixed.
· Support plan printout-Description: CFSS information displays on the support plan HRA printouts when it should not. 
· Directions: Export the support plan as a Microsoft Word document and delete CFSS information before printing.

[bookmark: _Hlk182472488][bookmark: _Hlk185578934]4. Help Center updates: 
· Current Functionality and Future Enhancements v.05b.2025 document: Will be loaded into the MnCHOICES Help Center during the week following the release on May 29, 2025.
· [bookmark: _Hlk196376597]Practice Guide-MnCHOICES Assessment v.5 (Loaded date 5/28/2025)
· Initial Assessment Review: Determination of program need
· Assessment type: Initial Assessment Review added (p. 10) and edits to the Eligibility Update section.
· Initial assessment review information added about two new picklist values for determination of program need item (p. 115).
· Health stability, seizure supports: “Select “Historical only” if the person has been seizure-free for more than a year, including if the person’s seizures have been fully controlled for five years due to medication.”
· Self-determination, Informed Choice, Complex needs (p. 110 to 115): “An assessor must evaluate if a person has complex medical or complex behavioral needs as outlined in Minn. Stat. §256B.49, subd. 29 and Minn. Stat. §256B.092, subd. 11a to determine if a person can access residential services. This only applies to a person who wants to start using or stay on a disability waiver. The assessor must choose not applicable if a person does not want to use a disability waiver.” 
· Practice Guide-MnCHOICES Support Plan v.5 (Anticipated load date: 6/6/2025. Check the Help Center for actual load date.)
· Create a form: Moving Home MN bullet is clarified.
· About Plan, Complex needs: Added the CBSM page link and updated the section.
· Overview-About Plan: Complex needs (SP MnA and SP MCO MnA) section added for residential support services.
· Support plan signature sheet, Person, Materials shared:
· Added the statement “I have talked with my service planning team about services that support me in my own home. We have determined those services will not meet my needs. I would like to access residential support services. ” 
· Added information about how this statement might vary based on a user’s selection in the About plan, Complex needs section.
· Elderly Waiver Residential services rate tool overview section under the “Documenting EWRS component services when EW funding is pending”:
· When a person has customized living services and requests an initial assessment for EW funding AND the person is not able to open to the Elderly Waiver within 60 days, the lead agency responsible for the MnCHOICES assessment must start a support plan and complete the EWRS tool.
· Lead agency staff prints the support plan and uploads into Attachments icon in person record. Note: This ensures that the assessed needs in the EWRS tool identified at the time of the initial assessment display accurately in the support plan print document.
· Certified assessor completes an initial assessment review. 
· Case manager sends both the support plan located in the Attachments icon and updated support plan to customized living provider if there were decreased assessed needs in the EWRS rate tool. Note: This ensures the provider can see the accurate component services in the EWRS tool in each version of the support plan.
· Available services when a user selects yes for “Is person approved or applying for MHM services?”: Added new supplemental services.
· 
5. Training updates in the following TrainLink courses with modules indicated: 
Note: To review updated training modules, clear browser history and then log into TrainLink.
· [bookmark: _Hlk186810667]Access and Navigation (MNCH900) module 3, Navigation Header: (Published 5/14/2025)
· Added query results slide: Content covered includes export results button when selected becomes outlined. A blue spinner may not display. Results load to the users download file on their computer. MnCHOICES exports data for every time the user clicks the export results button.
· Access and Navigation (MNCH900) module 4, Person record: Profile and person dashboard: (Published 5/28/2025)
· Slide 22: Highlights the Tribal Nation Information section has the two fields available: Indicate Tribal Nation household member preference for Long Term services and supports (LTSS) lead. Indicate LTSS lead for this Tribal Nation household member.
· Access and Navigation (MNCH900) module 6, Assignments: (Published 5/6/2025)
· Slide 29: Bulk assignment: “Use the refresh icon at the URL address to clear your results and return to the bulk assignment query selections.”
· Workflow: MnCHOICES Assessment (MNCH303/303a) module 4, MnCHOICES Assessment Results and Assessment Summary: (Published 5/13/2025)
· Slide 19: MnCHOICES Status changes is renamed to Status Selections and is split into three slides:
· “Status selections: Incomplete” slide reviews the status incomplete, notes the assessment cannot be reopened, and the content can be copied over into the next assessment if “Yes” is selected in the "If there is an existing assessment, do you want data copied over from the last assessment?” 
· “Status selections” slide reviews the status MMIS Ready and Pending MMIS Response. Screen shots are provided that display the current assessment status and the status selections available in the status dropdown menu. 
· "Status selections cont." slide reviews the Request Clarification and Approved by MMIS status. Screenshots are provided.
· Content: MnCHOICES Assessment (MNCH301/301a) module 2, Initiate assessment: (Published 5/28/2025)
· Slide 5: Assessment type, removal of eligibility update slide and replaced with initial assessment review. 
· Slide 8: Information about the Initial Assessment Review
· Content: MnCHOICES Assessment (MNCH301/301a) module 9, Functional assessment – Self-determination: (Published 5/28/2025)
· Slide 24: Provides information about “Determination of program need.” 
· Content: Support Plan (MNCH920) module 9, Signature Sheet: (Published 5/6/205)
· Slide 7: Added slide language and screenshot, “When person is unable to sign, the Legal representative or Guardian may sign for the person. In the name field list the person’s name, and the words signed by legal rep/guardian. Have legal representative or guardian sign the support plan as well.”
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